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During the Spring of 1960, the USSR took active steps to create a rudle

block. In terme of the Poligh currency, this led to a devaluation of

30% of the zloty vis-a~vis the ruble. The ecomomic results of this event

for Poland have Deen widespread and clearly detrimental. The cost of the

goods end commodities which Poland obtains from the USSR immediately Jumped . 50X1-HUM
tongideradbly. Soviet books, for example, mow cost twlce

a8 muck in Poland as before Spring 1560. The situation is far more serious,

howevdr, with regard to so basic & commodity as cotton, which Polend formerly
inported largely from the US. Since Poland now has to depend on the USSR

. for much of her cotton imports and as a resuli of the ruble devaluation hag

1.
K
. -~
Y By
8.

to pay much higher prices for cottexn, she has been forced to lower wages of

textile workers drastically to maintain the approximate price structure. - 50X1-HUM
\ this is -

but one example of the lowering of Pollsh wages as & result, direct or in-

direct, of the oreation of the rudle block. ' ‘

‘A loan was granted to Poland by the USSR in Juwly 1980. | 0 | ’
| it was duimo%om HUM
t0o offset some of the most drastic results of the situation glori‘ood abova. B

.

Very signifiosntly, the mood even of Polish Qommunists has undergone a
marked chamge in reoext months. As Poles, and even as Oommunists, they
have come to realize that the USSR has begun to embark upon a colonial
policy of exploitation in Polamd. Oze of the high-standing Oommuniet Party

Rezbers, | | Holuki, told a good friend thie last spring, 50X1-HUM
PYou know that during the day I az a very rabid and voolferous Stalinist.

Durisg the aight I begin to wender whether I am a Titolst o Trotakyite.”

At the ssme time, these high-raaking Polish fommunists tnderstand that

Mitolem 4is an imposeibilisy inm Poland ‘beosuse that couvatry is surrounded
on all wides by Soviet-domineted arens. '
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Wladyslaw Wolskl, Minister of Public Administration, who only recently made
an agreement with thé Catholic Church and apparently had beerr succwsertud
from the Communist point of view, was recently disw..scv. from his hign
office. Although a long-time Communist, he epparently presented a threat
to the Stalinist clique because of his former association with Gomulka in
the adminigtration of the Western territories. At present, he ig helieved
to hold a very minor position and, like Gomulksa, to fear an arrest at
almost any time. p

Since Communist regimes don't seem to be able to exist very long without
show trials, the Poles are once again readying a new victim for a big
political show. He is | Vice Minister of Agriculture 50X1-HUM
Kowalewski. He was arrested some months ago although he had agreed %o
submit his resignation. - The Public Prosecutor haeg snread the word that .
the investigation will take a long time. Kowalewski will ean50X1-HUM
fess to snything. It is interesting that the Polish public is convinced d of
the absolute falsehood of all thet is said in such show trials, | AN

| certaln half truths are used at these trisls but the public has sbso—~ 50X1-HUM
lutely no confldence in the political atmosphere in which all these trials
take place. Kowalewskl is probably no more dangerous to the Stalinist group
‘than meny similar officials. he hag been,chosen for his present S0X1-HUM
'sorry role because he was connected with the Polish Government in London.
(Hs was Provineial Governor of Warsaw on behalf of the government in exile.)
It would be easy, therefore, to implicate him in comnection with the Britigh
Information Service. .

Degpite the anti-Soviet atmosphere in Poland, which apparently extends even
into Oommunist circles, Soviet propaganda has not been without some success.
Although people understand the real meaning of Soviet peace propaganda and
Jokingly call the Soviets peacemongers, they lend thelr ears to the following
argument: In the event of an open conflict between the US and the USSR,
Poland will be far behind the gctual battleground and mey, in fact, benefit
econonically.

50X1-HUM

‘ | & psydhological reorientation in Poland
towards a certaln passivity regarding e new war. Some Poles

lseem- to reflect upor World War II 50X1-HUM

as an example of the senselessness of oppositlion to armed aggression. They
gseem to think that under the circumstances 1t will be better for Poles to
gtend aside and let the big powers fight among themselves if they must.

The only exception to this attitude, presumsbly, can be found in their views
on the Germen problem; probably Polea would not hesitate to fight a Germen
army and occupy Germany.

The sttitude of large groups of violently anti-Soviet Poles toward the US

1s not necessarily one of friendship and trust. |  ~ ]a gpeech by 50X1-HUM
Achegon relayed by the Voice of Americe which appealed to Poligh patriotism

vig-a~vis the USSR but which recelved a poor reception by the Polish public.

Meny Poles unhsppily seem to fear that the US would like them to commit

national suicide for the Western causs.

Sovlet propagends has quite cleverly exploited some popular sentiment in
favor of a varlety of social reforms which are loosely described as social-
lem. Whereas the Soviets have had & hard time finding scceptance of coll-
ectlvizetion among all but the most rabld Polisgh Ocmmunlsts, the widespread
program to establigh health resorts for workers and peasants, state care
for children, establighment of village libraries and other steps designed
to eliminate illiteracy, and similar measures have been rather popular.
Sovlet propagande insists that the US would eradlcate every trace of#his
program 1f it galned any influence in Poligh affairs, srnd would reestablish
the influence of forelgn capital as o means of exploiting Poland. The *
strong anti-Soviet attitude of the average Pole is no complete protection
egalnst such propegands claims, and so, wnhepplly, a large group of Poles
finds 1tself in a dllemma for which there is no easy solutlon.
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10. Latest informatlon about the reaction of the Polish people to the Rokossovsky
appointment gives another lnsight into the rather shocking passivity of the
Pollsh masses. Many Poles are sald to favor the open domination of the Polish
Army by a Soviet officiel as against the indirect infiltration of Polisgh in-
stitutions by the Sovlets which can be obgerved in other spheres of life.

In the opinion of many Poles, Rokossoveky's appointment did not materially
alter the situation in Poland, 3Bierut, incidentelly, is said to resent Rokos-
soveky tremendously. Although Bierut well kmows that his position ig not the
strongest, he has been accustomed to be at least the figurative head of the
state and, as such, to be the first person om the reviewlng stand, literally
and figuratively spealking. -He now finds himgelf dwarfed by Rokossovsky.
Vhereas Blerut 1s guarded by Polish Communlests, Rokossovsky has a Soviet guard,
although in Poligh uniform.

1l, It has been implicit from some of the foregoing that the Voice of America igs
a0t very favorably recelved im Poland. British broadcests, on the other hand,
still command a good deal of respect. many Poles wrongly
assume that the BBC is a vehicle not so much of British propaganda as of 50X1-HUM
Ppropagande directed by the Poligh Government ir exile.
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